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Zierbena
Zierbena is a small fishing port town that maintains its traditional charm and wonderful fish
and seafood grills. It is located in a unique natural enclave on the Way of St. James. If you
like surfing, catch a wave at the nearby la Arena Beach. There are also a great deal of rowing
competitions in this town, and the rowing boats from here are some of the most acclaimed.

Santurtzi
You can visit Casa Torre Palace (18th century) and its historical information centre. The Brotherhood of Fishermen building houses the Santurtzi Itsasoa Museum. In the summertime you
can take a whale watching tour on the Bay of Biscay. Reservations required. A visit to one of
the last traditional wooden fishing boats left on the Cantabrian Sea, the Atunero Agurtza, is
another riveting option here.
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Portugalete
Portugalete is a medieval town on the Bilbao Estuary; its Old Quarter is well worth a visit,
as well as its Gothic-Renaissance Basilica of Santa María. You can walk along the estuary to
Salazar Tower and enjoy the charm of the Plaza del Solar and its neoclassical gazebo.

Sestao
An important port town with a past associated with the iron, steel, and shipping industries.
You can take a look at a remnants of the decommissioned Altos Hornos de Vizcaya metallurgy
facilities, the blast furnaces, named a historic monument by the Basque government.
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Bilbao
Supported by the estuary, Bilbao is a city known for its avant-garde architecture living alongside traditional architecture in perfect harmony. The estuary is what connects the city to the
ocean and beaches. The city’s Old Quarter, its Gran Vía high street and the major remodelling
of Abandoibarra, the Guggenheim Museum, the new San Mamés stadium, its extensive shopping options, etc. make this one of the best cities to wander around and enjoy.

Getxo
Getxo is a large municipality including the settlements of Las Arenas, Algorta, Romo, Neguri, and Andra Mari. We recommend taking a walk along the seaside. You’ll be awestruck
by the grandeur of the gentry palaces. Their refined British style demonstrates the relationships established between the British islands and the great business families in the area at
the time. Another great idea is taking a swim at the elegant Ereaga beach or taking a stroll
along its marina.
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Sopela
Sopela is the perfect place for surfing. Its beaches are flanked by breathtaking cliffs. Barinatxe-La Salvaje is a beach with its own dune system. Above Arriatera-Atxabiribil beach,
you’ll find a number of lively bars with great locations for watching the spectacular sunset.

Plentzia and Gorliz
Plentzia is a triple threat: it’s got an estuary, a beach with calm waters, and a marina. The
bay, which it shares with Gorliz, offers a unique experience: wine tastings and underwater
immersion at the world’s first underwater winery and artificial reef. At the bottom of the bay
you’ll find the petrified dunes of Gorliz, from which you can walk to the Gorliz Lighthouse.
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Armintza
Armintza is a great place to enjoy seafood dishes made with tinned and salted fish from the
town’s long-standing canning companies as well as fresh fish from one of its artisanal fisheries. A small fishing port with an identity-defining seafaring past.

Bakio
Bakio features Bizkaia’s longest beach, which is great for surfing. This is a town that has
known how to maintain a significant rural economy centred around caserío farmhouses. One
result of this is the production and sale of txakoli, a young, refreshing, and quintessentially
Basque wine, the history of which you can discover at the Txakolingunea Txakoli Winemaking Museum.
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Bermeo
A visit to Bermeo means immersing yourself in the culinary pleasure of marmitako tuna and
potato stew and canned albacore, tuna, and anchovies. This incredibly charming fishing village
has a long history of whaling, which you can learn about at the Fishing Museum. Going out
for pintxos, visiting the old port, and enjoying the views of the cliffs and Izaro island from la
Tala grove are all part of a great itinerary here.

Mundaka
This international surfing destination has the longest left-breaking wave in Europe. Mundaka
is set around the fishing port, the most picturesque spot in town and a place for gathering
and enjoying the company of friends. Thanks to its strategic location, the hermitage of Santa
Catalina oversees the comings and goings on the estuary and offers one of the best panoramic
views you’ll find on the coast of Bizkaia.
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Gernika
This small town is an icon recognized around the world thanks to Picasso's painting depicting
the cruelty and senselessness of the Spanish civil war. The town is now a symbol of peace.
It contains the Assembly House and its famous tree, a tribute to the rights and freedoms of
the Basque people. The People of Europe Park, the Peace Foundation Museum, the Basque
Country Museum, and Santa María Church are all worth visiting.
It is also home to famous peppers and beans. This town holds a market every Monday yearround and the large “Last Monday in Gernika” agricultural fair on the last Monday in October.

Ea and Lekeitio
Before you reach Lekeitio, you’ll find the magical village of Ea. It’s a tiny fishing village with
a small cove at the end of the estuary.
Lekeitio boasts a colourful port, a wide array of bars and restaurants, a legendary island,
incredible, long beaches, and a majestic old quarter. The Gothic altarpiece at Santa María de
la Asunción church is also noteworthy.
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Ondarroa
Its old quarter notably contains Likona Tower, the church of Andra Mari (both from the 15th
century), and the old Brotherhood of Fishing building. As a very important fishing port, this
is the perfect place to eat fish and seafood: marmitako tuna and potato stew, baby squid,
roasted sea bream, hake, clams in green sauce, etc. It all pairs well with a txakoli from Bizkaia.
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Bizkaia Bridge
Bizkaia Bridge, also known as the Hanging Bridge, has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site
since 2006 and is the point of connection between the two banks of the estuary: the industrial,
working class left bank and the residential, bourgeoisie right bank. You can cross it with your
car on board its gondola or walk the vertiginous walkway above.

Santa Catalina Lighthouse
The Santa Catalina Lighthouse in Lekeitio is home to the Navigation Technology Information
Centre. Its use of technology will allow you to learn the basics of navigation and even take a
virtual boat ride, learn maritime signals, see the fishermen's high seas living conditions, and
enjoy a beautiful sunset from the terrace.

San Juan de Gaztelugatxe
Heading toward Bermeo, you’ll find the islet of San Juan de Gaztelugatxe, one of the most
spectacular spots on the Basque coast and a famous “Game of Thrones” filming location.
After you go over a two-arch bridge, gather the strength you need to climb the 241 stairs to
the small hermitage of San Juan. When you get to the top, don’t forget to ring the bell three
times, make a wish, and therefore drive away evil spirits.

Gernika Assembly House
The Gernika Assembly House is the place where Bizkaia Council meetings are held. The building is a symbol of the town’s resurgence after being bombed during the Spanish Civil War.
That is why it is now an emblem of peace and freedom.
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Guggenheim Bilbao
Not only a museum, but also a symbol of the resurgence and modernity of Bilbao. You’ll find
travelling exhibitions from important art galleries as well as permanent exhibits that are sure
to make an impression. A stroll inside and around the museum is well worth it.

Itsasmuseum
This museum is located alongside the estuary. It offers exhibits on the sailing culture of Bilbao and Bizkaia as well as the region’s people. The region’s seafaring past forged an identity
that is on display in this museum’s exhibition spaces.

Fishing Museum
Atop the Old Port of Bermeo is the historic Ercilla Tower, a national monument. It is home to
the Fishing Museum, one of the few museums in the world dedicated exclusively to showing
visitors the environment, lifestyle, work, and techniques of fishermen.

Plasentia de Butrón Museum
The Plasentia de Butrón Museum, in the Old Quarter of Plentzia is inside a tower house. In
January 1999, the Plasentia de Butrón Foundation inaugurated this museum to collect and
display different elements of the Plentzia region’s past.

Rialia (Museum of Industry)
During the industrialization of the area of Portugalete, the estuary was the linchpin. Rialia
Museum of Industry was founded as a historical and artistic space focused on recovering and
disseminating the remnants of the area’s industrial past.

Txakolingunea Txakoli Winemaking Museum
With audiovisual and interactive resources, Txakolingunea in Bakio provides visitors with the
opportunity to learn about the characteristics and the process of preparing txakoli, a singular,
unique wine with a distinctive character. You can also see the evolution of the area’s wineries
and participate in a tasting.
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Active Tourism

Surfing
For beginners, we recommend Arriatera, Sopela, Bakio, Arrigunaga, Laga, and La Arena beaches. Experienced surfers should try Barinatxe – known as La Salvaje – Punta Galea, Meñakoz,
and Izaro, whose 10 m wave is the largest in Europe. And of course, Mundaka is known around
the world for its left-breaking wave.

Birding
Urdaibai Bird Centre in Gautegiz-Arteaga is a research and exhibition centre that studies birds
and their habitats to find a better way to protect flora, fauna, and nature in general. Every fall,
Abra in Getxo becomes a favourite refuge for migratory birds. Out of Santurtzi, the company
Verballenas organizes whale watching boat tours where you’ll also be able to sight birds and
cetaceans.

MTB and Hiking
You can explore the coast from Busturialdea-Urdaibai and the surrounding area all the way
to Encartaciones by bike. There are 14 routes for all levels as well as expert-only circuits. The
route that goes from Bermeo to Zugastieta and the path that runs along the beautiful Mundaka estuary are particularly stunning, but whatever route you choose, you’re sure to enjoy your
outdoor activity in an unforgettable setting.

Boat and Aquatic Tours
Whales, dolphins, and porpoises are easier to spot than you may think. 10-hour tours run
out of Santurtzi to see dolphins, long-finned pilot whales, and rorquals. Tours out of Bermeo
often show visitors toothed whales, orca whales, and Cuvier's beaked whales (or calves), in
addition to a number of types of dolphins and the above-mentioned long-finned pilot whales
and rorquals (whale).

ON THE OCEAN

ON THE ESTUARY

HEGALUZE. Bermeo, San Juan de Gaztelugatxe, Bilbao, etc.)

BILBOATS. Daily tours.

OLATU. Izaro, Ogoño, Elantxobe, Lekeitio, Armintza, San Juan de Gaztelugatxe,
Akatx, Matxitxako, and Urdaibai Estuary.
KARRASPIO ITSAS TURISMOA. Maritime
adventure tourism and experiences.
WHALES OF SANTURTZI-SANTURTZIKO
BALEAK.

BILBAO AT SHIP. Tours of the estuary on
a luxury ship.
EL BOTE TOURS.

RIVER CHEER.
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Gastronomy

Tinned Food
The universal fame of the Basque fishing industry is demonstrated by the gourmet canning
and salting industries. Albacore and tuna make up the bulk of production.

Txakoli
A distinctive quintessentially Basque wine that has improved notably over the last few years
with the modernization of wineries and production methods. A delicious wine generally made
with hondarribi zuri grapes, it is frequently white, fruity, and refreshing.

Seafood Pintxos and Dishes
The richness of the sea manifests itself in equally flavourful, globally recognized cuisine.
Whether they're roasted, added to a more complex dish, or served up in miniature portions,
Basque seafood is an undisputed delicacy. Hake á la ondarresa, albacore, marmitako tuna
and potato stew, cod pil-pil, baby squid in ink sauce, and anchovies are all part of the wide
array of delicacies available.

Grills
The Basque Country’s long tradition of grilling fish has made this dish a must-eat in Basque
cuisine. Visit a grill (asador) and ask the grill master for a recommendation. They are sure to
offer you the best seasonal fish.
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There are plenty of sea-related festivals, celebrations, and events all over Bizkaia.
Of particular interest are the festivals in Lekeitio, with the Kaxarranka dance and
the madalenas, as well as the Cármenes and Sanpedros in any town, where blue
is the festivities’ official colour.
Sports competitions on the ocean are equally important. They include rowing,
surfing, and sailing.
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TOURISM BILBAO www.bilbaoturismo.net
BIZKAIA (BISCAY) TOURISM www.visitbiscay.eus
BASQUE COUNTRY TOURISM www.turismo.euskadi.eus/en
NEKATUR/AGROTOURISM 943 327 090 · www.nekatur.net

TOURIST OFFICES
BILBAO

TOURISM BILBAO 944 795 760
· Plaza Circular, 1 Edificio Terminus
· Alameda de Mazarredo 66
AIRPORT 944 031 444

BIZKAIA
BAKIO
946 193 395 · www.bakio.org
BALMASEDA - ENKARTUR
94 680 29 76 · www.visitenkarterri.com
BARAKALDO BEC (Bilbao Exhibition Centre)
944 995 821 · www.barakaldo.org
BERMEO
946 179 154 · www.bizibermeo.eus
DURANGO
946 033 938 · www.turismodurango.net
ELORRIO
946 820 164 · www.visitelorrio.com
GERNIKA-LUMO
946 255 892 · www.gernika-lumo.net
GETXO
944 910 800 · www.getxo.eus
GORLIZ
946 774 348 · www.gorliz.eu
KARRANTZA-HARANA
946 806 928 · www.karrantza.org
LEKEITIO
946 844 017 · www.lekeitio.org
MENDATA
946 257 204 · www.mendata.eus
MUNDAKA
946 177 201 · www.mundakaturismo.com
ONDARROA
946 831 951 · www.ondarroa.eus
ORDUÑA
945 384 384 · www.ordunaturismo.com
OROZKO
946 122 695 · www.orozkoudala.com
PLENTZIA
946 774 199 · www.plentzia.org
PORTUGALETE
944 729 314 · www.portugalete.org
SANTURTZI
944 839 494 · www.turismo.santurtzi.net
SOPELA
944 065 519 · www.turismo.sopelaudala.org
SOPUERTA
946 504 750 · www.sopuerta.biz
TRUCIOS-TURTZIOZ
946 109 604 · www.turtzioz.org

INFORMATION

EMERGENCIES 112
INFORMATION 010
(for calls within the Bilbao area)
944 010 010 (for calls outside
of the Bilbao area)
CONSULAR OFFICE
944 706 426
CITIZEN INFORMATION
944 241 700
GENERAL TRAFFIC AND ROAD INFORMATION
011
LOST AND FOUND
944 204 981

TRANSPORT

AIRPORT
Bilbao-Loiu · 913 211 000 (AENA)
944 869 663
www.aena.es
CRUISE AND FERRY
Ferry Bilbao-Portsmouth 902 108 147
www.brittanyferries.es
TRAINS
Abando Indalecio Prieto Station (Renfe)
Plaza Circular, 2 · 912 320 320 · www.renfe.com
Metro line 3 (EUSKOTREN)
Zazpikaleak · 944 333 333
www.euskotren.eus
Concordia Station; FEVE Bilbao
Calle de Bailén 2 · 912 320 320
www.renfe.com/viajeros/feve
BUSES
Bilbao Intermodal
Gurtubai 1 · 944 395 077 · www.bilbaointermodal.eus
Bilbobus (Municipal buses)
94 685 50 00 · 944 790 981
www.bilbao.eus/bilbobus
Bizkaibus (Coaches and buses, province and airport)
946 125 555 · www.bizkaia.eus
METRO BILBAO
946 855 000 · www.metrobilbao.eus
TRAM
944 333 333 · www.euskotren.eus
TAXIS
Radio Taxi Bilbao
944 448 888 · www.taxibilbao.com
Tele Taxi
944 102 121 · www.teletaxibilbao.com
Radio Taxi Nervión
944 269 026 · www.radiotaxinervion.com
BICYCLE HIRE
Bilbaobizi
946 564 905
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MUSEUMS IN BILBAO MUSEUMS IN BIZKAIA
GUGGENHEIM BILBAO MUSEUM
www.guggenheim-bilbao.eus
FINE ARTS MUSEUM
www.museobilbao.com
DIOCESAN SACRED ART MUSEUM
www.eleizmuseoa.com
ITSASMUSEUM BILBAO
www.itsasmuseum.eus
EASTER PROCESSION MUSEUM
www.museodepasosbilbao.com
BILBAO BULLFIGHTING MUSEUM
www.plazatorosbilbao.com
BASQUE MUSEUM
www.euskalmuseoa.eus
REPRODUCTIONS MUSEUM
www.bilbokoberreginenmuseoa.eus
ATHLETIC CLUB MUSEUM
www.athletic-club.eus
BASQUE LANGUAGE INFORMATION CENTRE
www.azkuefundazioa.eus
ARCHAEOLOGY MUSEUM
www.bizkaikoa.bizkaia.eus/arkeologimuseoa

NATURAL SPACES
URDAIBAI BIOSPHERE RESERVE
944 650 822 · www.turismourdaibai.com
946 870 402 (Ihobe) · www.ekoetxea.eus
GORBEIA NATURAL PARK
Information Centre
946 739 279
www.areatza.net
www.gorbeiaeuskadi.com
URKIOLA NATURAL PARK
946 814 155 · www.urkiola.net
ARMAÑÓN NATURAL PARK
946 806 257 688 884 330
www.visitenkarterri.com

ON THE COAST
FISHING MUSEUM Bermeo
www.bizkaikoa.bizkaia.eus/arrantzaleenmuseoa
ITSASMUSEUM BILBAO Bilbao
www.itsasmuseum.eus
PLASENTIA DE BUTRÓN MUSEUM Plentzia
www.museoplentzia.org
RIALIA MUSEUM OF INDUSTRY Portugalete
www.portugalete.org/ES-ES/RIALIA
SANTURTZI INFORMATION CENTRE
ITSASOA / AGURTZA FISHING BOAT
INFORMATION CENTRE Santurtzi
www.turismo.santurtzi.net
BIZKAIA BRIDGE Las Arenas (Getxo) /Portugalete
www.puente-colgante.com
LEKEITIO MARITIME HERITAGE CENTRE
www.faro-lekeitio.org
TXAKOLINGUNEA - TXAKOLI WINEMAKING
EXHIBITION Bakio
www.bizkaikoa.bizkaia.eus/txakolingunea
URDAIBAI BIRD CENTRE
www.birdcenter.org
EKOETXEA URDAIBAI
www.ekoetxea.eus

INLAND
SIMÓN BOLÍVAR MUSEUM Ziortza-Bolibar
www.simonbolivarmuseoa.com
DURANGO ART AND HISTORY MUSEUM
www.turismodurango.net
ENCARTACIONES MUSEUM Sopuerta
www.enkarterrimuseoa.eus
EL POBAL FORGE Sopuerta
www.visitenkarterri.com
BASQUE COUNTRY MUSEUM Gernika-Lumo
www.bizkaikoa.bizkaia.eus/euskalherriamuseoa
GERNIKA PEACE MUSEUM FOUNDATION
Gernika-Lumo · www.museodelapaz.org
GERNIKA ASSEMBLY HOUSE
Gernika-Lumo · www.gernika-lumo.net
“JOSÉ LUIS GOTI” BASQUE MUSEUM ON THE
HISTORY OF
MEDICINE AND SCIENCES
Leioa
www.ehu.eus
OROZKO MUSEUM Orozko
www.orozkomuseoa.eus
BASQUE COUNTRY MINING MUSEUM
Gallarta · www.meatzaldea.eus
BALMASEDA HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Balmaseda · www.visitenkarterri.com
BOINAS LA ENCARTADA MUSEUM Balmaseda
www.bizkaikoa.bizkaia.eus/laencartada
VALENTÍN DE BERRIOTXOA MUSEUM Elorrio
www.web.bizkaia.eus/es/-/balendin-berriotxoamuseoa
TORRE LOIZAGA. ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC
CAR MUSEUM Galdames
www.torreloizaga.com
IRON BELT
INFORMATION CENTRE Berango
www.berango.net

