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Save money with this handy card when
planning your stay in Bilbao Bizkaia, both on
public transport and on tickets to museums,
shows, restaurants, shops and other leisure
facilities. Ask for it at the Bilbao Turismo offices
or at:
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WE LOOK FORWARD
TO SEEING YOU
WITH OPEN ARMS
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B

ilbao Bizkaia is a land that is closely linked to its traditions but
which never ceases to look to the future. In recent decades,
the astonishing evolution it has undergone has turned our
territory into a place where tradition and the avant-garde
coexist hand in hand.
Get close to our culture, enjoy the wild beauty of our landscape and
savour our excellent gastronomy. Thousands of family plans await
you.
Ongi etorri!
Karrantza Valley
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Discover

BILBAO

Routes and walks to make sure
you don’t miss a thing

Guggenheim Bilbao Museum
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B

ilbao has undergone an impressive urban development since the 20th century.
Its streets, its accessibility and the many possibilities offered by the city make
it one of the best destinations for families. Bilbao can be explored in many
ways, on foot, by bicycle or on roller skates, as its cycle lanes and flatness
make it an ideal city to enjoy.
The Nervión River Estuary is the backbone of this city. Walking along its banks, you
will experience the evolution of this city, from its industrial past to the present.
On the 7 walks that we propose below, you will discover a postcard Bilbao, a Bilbao
that will never cease to surprise you. The duration of each walk has been estimated
at the pace of a family with children under 5 years old.
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Duration

45

min.
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ARTXANDA
The Bilbao viewpoint
Did yohuat?
know t

9

Bi lba o fro m Art xa nda

B

ilbao is surrounded by 5 mountains and
forest parks that form its Green Belt.
Mount Artxanda is one of the best known
as it offers one of the best panoramic views of
the city.
The best way to get to the top is in the funicular.
The station is a 10-minute walk from the Town
Hall, in the Plaza del Funicular. When you are at
the top, you can enjoy the peaceful atmosphere
and taste the tasty local cuisine.

The Artxanda Funicular has more than
100 years of history, opening in 1915.
Riding on this transport is an experience to be enjoyed if you come to Bilbao. In just three minutes, you will be
at the top.
Artxanda Funicular
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Plaza Nueva (New Square)

10

OLD QUARTER

the first Bilbao

O

n the right bank of the river is what can be considered the first Bilbao, the Old Quarter. Here the
whole family can experience the history of Bilbao through its narrow streets and emblematic
buildings, such as the Bidebarrieta library, the Basque
Museum or the Cathedral of Santiago, among others.

Duration

1

If you want to discover Basque gastronomy in Plaza Nueva, you can enjoy a wide variety of pintxos in its historic
bars and restaurants.

The pintxo is a small appetiser that is eaten in one bite.
It can be hot or cold and usually served with a toothpick
stuck in it, hence its name (pintxo means stabbed).
Packed with local shops, it is one of the best places in Bilbao to buy fashion items, souvenirs, gastronomic delights,
sweets, handmade crafts such as espadrilles, carved
wood or the classic txapelas (berets in Basque).

hour

S an t i a g o C at h e d ra l

Did yohuat?
know t
Did you know that... in the Casco Viejo, there is a fountain from
1800 called La Fuente del Perro (the Dog Fountain), but it is
actually three lions?
There are two legends surrounding this fountain: The first
tells the story that when the town of Bilbao was built at the
beginning of the 19th century, nobody had ever seen a lion.
Therefore, it was christened the dog fountain, as that was
what it most looked like. The second explains that the owner
of the building where the fountain was had it built with these
three lions to show off. To make fun of him and because of how
badly these heads were sculpted, the neighbours began to call
it the fountain of the dog.
Do they look more like lions or dogs to you?
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Discovering
THE ESTUARY

30

min.

From the Church of San Antón
to the Arriaga Theatre

A few steps from San Antón is the Ribera
Market, without a doubt the city’s most important market. With its 10,000 m2 it has
established itself as the largest covered market in Europe. Inside you can buy
all kinds of fresh produce.
A good idea is to take a
break along the way at one
of its gastro bars and enjoy
its assorted pintxo bars,
do not hesitate. They are a
pleasure for the senses.
A few steps from the market, you will find two of the
13 bridges connecting Bilbao’s
riverbanks; the Ribera Bridge and
the Merced Bridge.

Ri bera Ma rket

The tour ends at Arriaga Theatre, a 19th century no-baroque building that pays homage
to the composer and musician from Bilbao
Juan Crisóstomo de Arriaga. This building is
a place of great importance for the people of
Bilbao, as it is here that one of the most important weeks of the year begins: Aste Nagusia, the Great Week of Festivities in summer.

12
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Michel Mejuto
ArtTheatre
Gallery
Arriaga

V

ery close to the Old Quarter is the church of
San Antón, which will be the starting point for
our next walk along the banks of the river.

You will probably be familiar with this church
from having seen it before, as the church of San
Antón, together with its bridge, appears on the coat of
arms of Bilbao and Athletic Club. This temple is one of
the few places in the city where you can still visit the
remains of the old wall that surrounded the Old Town
in the 16th century.

Church and bridge of San Antón
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If you follow this route you will come across
Bilbao Town Hall. Eclectic in style, it combines
classical and baroque elements, although the
most striking feature is its imperial staircase.

Duration

1 hour on foot
30-45 min.
by bicycle

T h e Are n a l

THE ESTUARY
in all of its
splendour

The walk continues along the banks of the
Campo Volantín. Along the way you will come
across the Zubizuri footbridge, or white
bridge in Basque. This footbridge, designed by
the architect Santiago Calatrava, is one of the
architectural landmarks of avant-garde Bilbao.
This bridge will take you to the other side of
the river, to Paseo de Uribitarte. It is a quiet
and accessible place, an ideal setting for a bike
or rollerblade ride. After crossing La Salve
Bridge, the Guggenheim Bilbao Museum is
the end of the walk.
A good idea, if it is raining, is to take the tram,
as it runs along a large part of this walk.

To w n Ha ll

Did yohuat?
know t

From the Arenal to the Guggenheim Bilbao Museum
14

15

The Zubizuri footbridge is one of the
elements of Bilbao that appear in the
futuristic film Jupiter Ascending by
the Wachowski sisters.

T

he Arenal is the ideal place for a walk with the
family. It has a children’s playground, swings
and even a climbing wall, and an art-deco kiosk
where concerts are occasionally held. This area
of almost 60,000 square feet was a former natural harbour in the 14th century.
If you come on a Sunday will find the Flower Market,
where you will be engulfed by a paradise of scents and
colours of the local produce.

C a m p o d e l Vo l a n t ín

Fl ower M ar ket
G uggenhei m Bi lba o Museum

Family
Plans

You will enjoy

BI L BAO

The most
avant-garde Bilbao

Duration

1 hour on foot
30-45 min.
by bicycle

Campa de los Ingleses

From the Guggenheim Bilbao Museum
to the San Mamés stadium
Guggenheim Museum Bilbao

The Campa de los Ingleses, located next to the museum,
is a children’s playground. During industrialisation, it was
a football pitch for English sailors, which is how the love of
this sport was born in Bilbao.
Continuing along this path you will come across the monumental Iberdrola Tower designed by the architect César
Pelli. It is 165 metres high and offers a 360º view of Bilbao
from its rooftop.
Behind the Iberdrola Tower is one of the city’s largest
parks, the Doña Casilda Park, named after Casilda Iturrizar, who was a great benefactor of Bilbao. It has swings,
a pergola, a carousel and a central pond where ducks,
swans and peacocks live, hence its colloquial name, the
duck park.
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A

bandoibarra is synonymous with design and
avant-garde, with a new Bilbao. It contains the
best of this century’s architecture and is considered an open-air museum.

There you will see another of Bilbao’s most important
museums, the Fine Arts Museum, with more than 7000
works of art dating from the 12th century to the present
day.

Although the museum par excellence in Bilbao is, undoubtedly, the Guggenheim Bilbao Museum. Anchored
on the Nervión River Estuary, this building has become
the most important avant-garde icon of this city. Inaugurated in 1997, this museum was a turning point for the
city. Its immense facade covered with titanium plates is
one of the most photographed. It has housed works by
such influential artists as Andy Warhol, Basquiat, and
Yoko Ono.

Leaving the Doña Casilda Park, a little further on is the
Euskalduna Palace. Its name comes from the old Euskalduna Shipyards that were located in the same place.
It enjoys a varied programme of concerts, opera, theatre
and important events.

During this walk, you will see contemporary buildings
combined with open-air sculptures by renowned artists
such as Eduardo Chillida, Louis de Bourgeois and Jeff
Koons. In addition to these sculptures, other structures
such as the Deusto Library and the Bizkaia Aretoa
building stand out.

S an Ma m és

I b erd rol a Tower

This walk ends at the San Mamés football stadium, also
known as The Cathedral, the red and white heart of the
city. In 2020, this stadium was awarded the highest distinction in the Sports and Recreational Facilities category
at the World Design Awards. At gates 19 and 20 you will
find the Athletic Club Museoa with trophies and kits from
the Club's history.

Did yohuat?
know t

In the 19th and 20th centuries, the Euskalduna Palace
area was an essential focal point of the port area. The
building was designed in Corten steel in homage to
the last ship built in the old Euskalduna Shipyard.

17
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Discover

Between

1hours
and 2

BILBAO from the water ...

A

nother option to get to know Bilbao is a boat trip along
the River.

One of the proposals is Bilboats with an open deck
for sunny days and a covered cabin for rainy days.
The ride starts in the centre of Bilbao, in Pío Baroja Square.
There are two types of audio-guided tours available in several
languages.
Another option is to rent a boat from River Cheer, or take a
ride on El Bote Tours' regular HOP ON-HOP OFF trips or on
smaller boats, even sailing boats, book with Bilbao At Ship.
BILBOATS www.bilboats.com
RIVER CHEER www.rivercheer.com
EL BOTE TOURS www.elbotebilbao.com
BILBAO AT SHIP www.bilbaoenbarco.es
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A
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If you are looking for a more sporting alternative, you can sail
along the river in a canoe, kayak or paddle surfing. Discover
Bilbobentura or the Active Tourism Company Association, Aktiba’s ideas.
BILBOBENTURA www.bilbobentura.com
AKTIBA www.aktiba.eus

E u s ka l d u n a B r i d g e

19
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LET YOURSELF BE GUIDED

BI L BAO

W

hen you visit Bilbao for the first time, a very
good way to do so is to let yourself be guided.

In Bilbao Bizkaia, many public and private
entities are ready to be your guide and make
sure you don’t miss out on anything of interest.
The good thing is that once you have seen the most interesting things this way, you will have learned how to find
your way around. You can then enjoy everything that is
left to you on your own. You are sure to discover countless
other things.
Shall we go?

BILBAO TURISMO www.bilbaoturismo.net
Guided walking tours.
SECRET BILBAO-TOURS www.secretbilbao.com
Enogastronomic routes.

... or on wheels

CERTAL SETS-TOURS www.certalsetstours.com
Gastronomic and cultural shopping.
BASQUE DMC’s TOURS www.basquedmcs.com
Guided tours for groups.
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A
GOOD
IDEA
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ESCAPE ROOMS
FOR THE MOST
DARING FAMILIES
You most probably know what an escape room is,
but just in case we will tell you: this is a physical
and above all mental adventure game that consists of locking a group of people in a room, where
after solving enigmas, riddles and puzzles of all
kinds, they will construct a story so that they get
the keys to escape from the room before the end
of the estimated time from the beginning.
Bilbao has many offers to come and enjoy this entertainment and have a good time and discover
who in the family has the most Sherlock Holmes
skills.....
Is that not the case,
dear Watson?
21

BILBAOGUIA-TOURS www.bilbaoguia.com
Guided tours for groups.

A

nother fun way is to tour
Bilbao on wheels.

You can choose the Bilbao
City View tourist bus with a
panoramic view of the city or enjoy
cycling with the Bilbao City View:

DELIGHT BILBAO-TOURS www.delightbilbao.com
Gastronomic tours.
EXPLORA NORTE-TOURS https://exploranorte.com
Guided tours.

BILBAO CITY VIEW
www.bilbaocitywiew.es
TOURNÉ BILBAO
www.tournebilbao.com
BILBAO XPERIENCE
www.bilbaoexperience.com

MAD MANSION www.madmansion.es

MOTOR VERDE
www.motorverde.es

GUARIDA AVENTURAS www.guaridaventuras.com

DESKONECTA
www.deskonecta.com

TROYA ESCAPE ROOM www.troyaescaperoom.com

IGARKIZUN www.igarkizun.com
LA ABADÍA DE ATXURI www.abadiadeatxuri.com
PLANETAKANA www.planetakana.com
EL SOTANO JUEGOS www.elsotanojuegos.es
BILBAOUT www.bilbaout.com
THE ROOM HUNTER www.theroomhunter.com
BILBWARTS www.bilbwarts.es
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V IS IT

Visit

BILBAO

We have already told you how to discover this exciting city,
now we are going to tell you what not to miss. So, put on your
trainers and go all over the places we list below. They are all
an experience.

AZKUNA ZENTROA

Art and culture
share space

I
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t was formerly known as Alhóndiga Bilbao and
has now been renamed Azkuna Zentroa in homage to the former mayor of Bilbao, Iñaki Azkuna.
This former wine warehouse is another of the
symbols of contemporary architecture where you
can shelter on rainy days. There are countless activities for the whole family inside. Restored by the renowned French designer Philippe Stark, the 43,000
square metre building houses multiple facilities
such as cinemas, a library, a games room, gymnasium, swimming pool, exhibition halls, concerts, conferences, restaurants and even a rooftop terrace.
The media library is full of books and pastimes for
the little ones.
Undoubtedly the most enjoyable part of the Azkuna
Zentroa is its swimming baths. You have to buy a
ticket to enter (children under 5 years old do not pay
to enter). By the way, don’t forget to say hello to the
people passing underneath the swimming baths, as
visitors to the Azkuna Zentroa will be able to see you
swimming through the transparent glass at the bottom of the pool.

Azkuna Zentroa
www.azkunazentroa.eus

Did yohuat?
know t
23

The 43 columns located in its atrium are different and symbolise the infinity of cultures, wars and religions experienced by
mankind throughout history. That is why its central square is
called the “Atrio de las Culturas” (Atrium of Cultures).
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Did yohuat?
know t

VISIT

GUGGENHEIM
BILBAO MUSEUM

Guggenheim Bilbao Museum’s structure has
no flat surface. This is because the titanium
sheet the museum is covered in is perfectly
shaped to the curves of the building.

24
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V

isited by a million people every year, this museum has become an icon for the city. Its monumental façade and avant-garde art make it one
of the most visited attractions.

The Guggenheim Bilbao Museum is the most important exponent of art in our territory, with it began the
so-called Guggenheim effect, as its construction meant
a before and after in the city worldwide.
This monumental steel structure, more than 160 feet
high, symbolises the shape of a ship floating on the Bilbao River. Inside, it houses more than twenty galleries
where you can see works from the mid-20th century to
the present day.
As you approach the museum you will be greeted by a
giant 40-foot-tall dog called Puppy. Designed by artist
Jeff Koons, this flower dog has become one of the most
photographed spots in the city and changes its flowers
twice a year, depending on the season.

Puppy
In the vicinity of the museum you will discover a 30-foothigh spider, called Mamá (Mother), by the French artist
Louis de Bourgeois, Los Tulipanes (The Tulips), colourful
steel tulips on the museum’s outdoor terrace, also by
Jeff Koons and the installation El gran árbol y el ojo (Tall
Tree & The Eye) by Anish Kapoor consisting of seventy-three spheres in stainless steel.
Inside, many fascinating and varied permanent and
temporary exhibitions are sure to delight the whole
family. The Museum also has a variety of activities to
round off the exhibition. But, without a doubt, the work
that most attracts children is the immense labyrinthine
steel sculptures on the first floor of the museum, called
La Materia del Tiempo (The matter of Time), a work by the
sculptor Richard Serra.

Family
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VISIT

you can visit this boat used historically to celebrate
the titles. The Ibaigane Palace, on Calle Alameda
de Mazarredo, houses the team’s headquarters and
can be visited.
Another unknown place is the Fuente de los Leones (Lion’s Fountain) in Jado square. This fountain
is surrounded by three lion sculptures that protect
the central fountain, reminiscent of the Alfonso XIII
Coronation Cup won by Athletic in 1902.

ATHLETIC CLUB EXPERIENCE
26

MUCH MORE
A
THAN FOOTBALL

thletic Club’s temple in Bilbao is the San
Mamés Stadium, commonly known as La
Catedral (The Cathedral). This stadium, inaugurated in 2013, has been recognised with
the highest award in the category of Sports and Recreational facilities of the World Design Award 2020
granted by the prestigious entity The Architecture
Community.

Did yohuat?
know t
Did you know that it is one of
the few football teams that
has always been in the first
division? Or did you know
that all Athletic Club players
are of Basque origin?

This is the stadium where the lionesses and lions, the
affectionate nickname by which the club’s squads are
known, play. Athletic Club is undoubtedly a team with
many quirks, which does not renounce its roots and
has the same philosophy of its beginnings.

Athletic Club is much more than a football team for Bilbao.
It represents a land full of pride and traditions that have lingered over the years, wearing the red and white colours as
a flag.

La Gabarra (barge)

Many parts of the city are linked to the club and its history.
One of them is the San Antón Bridge, next to the church of
the same name that appears on its coat of arms.
Another emblematic place is the Basilica of Begoña, patron
saint of Bizkaia and affectionately known as Amatxu (mummy or mum in Basque). Every year the Athletic Club squads
go to this church to pray to the virgin for a
successful season. Another place is La
Campa de los Ingleses, where in May
1894, players from Bilbao challenged
the English sailors who were in the
city to a football match.
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Nearby is one of the club’s treasures, the Gabarra (barge). In
the docks of the Itsasmuseum,
Ría de Bilbao Maritime Museum,

A
GOOD
IDEA

!

Join the guided tour to touch the pitch, visit the
Athletic Club Museoa with all the cups and
awards and see the installations. You can also finish your visit having lunch in any of the stadium´s
restaurant and sports bars, San Mamés Jatetxea,
La Campa de los Ingleses and Geuria! or buying
a souvenir in the official shop.
The best way to enjoy a match is by buying a ticket
to sit in the general seats or in an exclusive box
where you can watch a game with all the comfort
and attention.

San Mamés

www.athletic-club.eus
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FINE ARTS

VISIT

MUSEUM

A

nother of the city’s artistic landmarks
is the Fine Arts Museum. Founded in
1908, the museum houses more than
7000 works of art, including priceless
paintings, sculptures and applied arts. It offers
a chronological journey from the 12th century
to the present day, with renowned artists such
as Goya, El Greco, Murillo, Oteiza and Zuloaga.

ITSASMUSEUM

RÍA DE BILBAO MARITIME MUSEUM
28

I

f you are passionate about the sea, this museum is
made for you. At the foot of the Karola crane is the
Itsasmuseum – Ría de Bilbao Maritime Museum.
This museum, located in the old shipyard, is dedicated to the maritime activity of the Bilbao´s estuary
and its history. Outside the museum, you can see different models and boats.

The Karola crane

A
GOOD
IDEA

!

In 2020 the Museum created an audio guide
called Queremos ContARTE, (We want to tell
you) which tells the surprising stories of 10
of the Museum’s works. This audio guide will
help the whole family discover several of the
museum’s works differently.

29
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RIBERA

VISIT

EUSKAL MUSEOA BILBAO
BASQUE MUSEUM

MARKET

M

arkets are a fundamental part of Basque gastronomy,
the best place to buy fresh, quality products. The market par excellence in Bilbao is the Ribera Market, located in the Old Quarter. Recognised by the Guinness
World Record, it is the largest covered market in Europe. It has
become the commercial reference not only for the city but for
the whole territory. It is worth a visit as its interior is a museum.
After its renovation in 2010, the market has become a tourist
attraction. Its impressive stained-glass windows, dome and
dozens of stalls make it a must-see.
The whole family can enjoy Basque gastronomy in the Ribera
Market’s gastro bars. Located on the first floor of the building,
it has bars specialising in cheese, preserves and even luxury
cured meats.

A
GOOD
IDEA

30

T

!
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The Bilbao School of Catering and Tourism offers gastronomy
workshops for children in the summer, tailored to different age
groups.

he Euskal Museoa Bilbao Basque Museum is
located in the heart of Bilbao, opposite Unamuno Square.

Throughout its 100 years of activity, this museum has amassed more than 20,000 objects that illustrate and show the different facets that have shaped
the daily life of the Basque people since its beginnings.
It has different rooms dedicated to the sea, fishing, rural
culture and the forge, traditional trades that marked the
identity of the Basque people. This museum also has a
curious scale model of Bizkaia.

Did yohuat?
know t
The zoomorphic stone in the museum is called
the Ídolo de Mikeldi (Idol of Mikeldi). It is a stone
dating from the 2nd Iron Age, 5th-1st century BC. It
is not yet clear which animal it is. It is believed
to be a bull, although some people say it is a pig.
What animal do you think it is?
Ribera Market
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THE COAST

COAST OF BIZKAIA

150 kilometres of pure magic
32

F

rom Muskiz to Ondarroa, Bizkaia's 150 kilometres of coastline
offer an enormous variety of landscapes and historic sandy
beaches. On its 28 beaches bathed by the Cantabrian Sea, you
can go surfing, canoeing, play volleyball or even go paragliding
with your family. The coast is also the ideal place for whale watching, as our waters are home to marine creatures such as dolphins and
sperm whales.
Nowhere in the world will you find a landscape as beautiful as the Urdaibai Biosphere Reserve, a place as magical as San Juan de Gaztelugatxe or a wave as characteristic as that of Mundaka.
Seafaring villages such as Bermeo, Ondarroa and Lekeitio are also attractions on our coast. Thanks to these towns, Bizkaia has consolidated
its position as one of the Cantabrian Sea’s reference points for fishing.

San Juan de Gaztelugatxe
Plentzia
Zierbena
Santurtzi

Bakio Bermeo
Mundaka

Sopela

Elantxobe

URDAIBAI

Getxo
Portugalete
Bilbao

Gernika-Lumo

Ea

Lekeitio
Ondarroa
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THE COAST

URDAIBAI

Biosphere Reserve

T

his natural treasure, declared a Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO in 1984, is an
extraordinary enclave that stretches over 22,000 hectares covering 22 municipalities.

Different ecosystems of fauna and vegetation inhabit this magical landscape
where green and blue meet. Its rich wetlands are home to peacocks, herons and Scandinavian ducks, among others, ideal for birding.

34
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SAN JUAN DE
GAZTELUGATXE

B

etween Bermeo and Bakio, in the heart of Urdaibai, lies one of the most magical places in
Bizkaia, San Juan de Gaztelugatxe. Its silhouette has become world-famous as the fortress
of Dragonstone in the popular Game of Thrones series.
It has become a pilgrimage site for fans of the series.

A witness to important naval battles, it was declared a
Protected Biotope. A beautiful path descends steeply
from Eneperi to the base of the peninsula. After crossing a curious bridge with 3 arches, it gives way to the
241 steps that must be climbed to reach the hermitage.
Once in the chapel, tradition dictates that the bell be
rung three times to bring good luck and ward off evil
spirits.
Due to the complexity of the route and the crowds, it is
advisable to go to this site with children over 7 years of
age and to get a ticket in advance.

You will enjoy

Family

THE COAST

Plans

BEACHES

B

izkaia has 28 beaches spread along its 150 kilometres
of coast. Just a few kilometres from Bilbao and easily
accessible, many of these sandy beaches are the best
place to spend a day relaxing.

Although if adventure is your thing, you can also enjoy water
sports such as surfing, as the beaches of Bizkaia are known
worldwide for their extraordinary waves, ideal for this sport.
Whatever your plan, you will always find a beach in Bizkaia to
suit your needs.
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La Galea

LEMOIZ
GORLIZ
PLENTZIA

BAKIO

Izaro
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Mundaka

BARRIKA

Laida

Ea

MUNDAKA

SOPELA
MUNGIA

Arrigunaga

ZIERBENA
Ereaga GETXO
Areeta-Las Arenas
SANTURTZI
LEIOA
MUSKIZ
PORTUGALETE
BARAKALDO
BILBAO
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Arrigorri
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SOPELA BEACH

You will enjoy

Metro: Larrabasterra stop +
shuttle from Larrabasterra to the beach

THE COAST

A METRO RIDE AWAY

he towns of Getxo, Sopela, Gorliz and Plentzia are some of
the most popular beach destinations. These towns are very
accessible and can be reached by metro from Bilbao. They
also have a series of services adapted for all publics.

EREAGA BEACH IN GETXO
Metro:
Neguri bus stop + 10 minutes on foot

Surrounded by villas and mansions, it has 882 metres of fine
sand. It is flanked by two of the most visited spots: the Getxo
Marina with hundreds of moored boats and the Old Port of
Algorta. This enclave transports visitors to a small fishing
village, where you can enjoy some pintxos by the sea.

Sopela has 3 beaches, and Arrietara and Atxabiribil are the best for families
with children. Protected by several cliffs, they offer the possibility of many activities, including surfing. During the year, they host important sporting events
such as the Projunior of the ASP European circuit.
There are several shuttle buses from the metro to the beach for families with
small children who find it difficult to walk to the beach.

PLENTZIA BEACH
Metro: Plentzia bus stop
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Adjacent to Gorliz beach is Plentzia beach. It is an excellent great beach for kids
with calm waters. It is also an ideal place to get into the world of surfing, as it
has several surf academies for all ages. Other sports such as windsurfing and
canoeing are also available.
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ARRIGUNAGA BEACH
Metro:
Bidezabal stop + 8 minutes on foot

Very close to Ereaga beach is Arrigunaga
beach. Under the cliff of La Galea, this beach
offers views of the Haven and the Aixerrota
Mill. Various activities such as surfing and
skateboarding are on offer. The beach has
been awarded the Blue Flag International
Certificate of Environmental Quality.

GORLIZ BEACH
Metro:
Plentzia stop +
shuttle

Measuring 842 metres, it is the ideal destination for the whole family. It is
easily accessible whether you come by metro or car. With a peaceful atmosphere near this beach, you will find a large car park, swings and tables with
barbecue grills and bars where you can recharge your batteries. Everything
you need for an unbeatable day out.

Family
Plans

You will enjoy

THE COAST

BEACHES

LA ARENA BEACH

MUNDAKA BEACH
Laidatxu beach is a peaceful, safe beach that varies
significantly in size depending on the tides.
Nearby, in what is called the Barra de Mundaka
(Mundaka Bar), famous for its left wave, is the area
where surfing is practised and the venue for this
sport’s world circuit until 2008.

Between Muskiz and Zierbana lies La
Arena beach, which is almost a kilometre
long and is one of the favourite beaches
for surfers. It is the last beach in Bizkaia
before Cantabria. Nearby is the Itsaslur
Greenway, one of the most popular and
beautiful walks in Bizkaia. You can behold
the views of the Cantabrian sea along its
2-kilometre route.

40

41

SUKARRIETA BEACHES
The town of Sukarrieta has the beaches of San Antonio and Toña. Both overlook the Mundaka estuary and
have calm waters recommended for families. In the
vicinity of Toña beach is the island of Txatxarramendi,
accessible via a bridge, as well as a park with a children’s playground.

BAKIO BEACH
With a long tourist tradition, Bakio beach is one of
the most visited beaches. It is ideal for surfers of all
levels, as it is an open beach with different waves all
year round. Nearby you will find services and leisure
facilities.

Family
Plans

You will enjoy

THE COAST

BEACHES
ISUNTZA BEACH

LAIDA BEACH
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Located in the municipality of Ibarrangelu, Laida is in
the heart of the Urdaibai Biosphere Reserve. It has two
very different areas; the canal area (the most peaceful
area, suitable for families and paddle surfing or kayaking) and the wave area (livelier because it is in the open
sea where surfing is practised). You can rent paddle surf
boards, kayaks, big SUP ... at the beach.

In Lekeitio you will find the Isuntza beach. With calm waters
and located two minutes from the village, it offers a wide range
of activities such as canoeing and holds a special surprise: The
island of Garraitz, wild and accessible at low tide, is a real adventure. The beach has lifeguards, public toilets, showers, bicycle parking, a public car park, and the families of Lekeitio often
choose it for its safety.

LAGA BEACH
Laga beach is also located in the municipality of
Ibarrangelu in the Urdaibai Biosphere Reserve. It is
an ideal beach to spend the whole day on and has a
surfboard rental service.
It is dominated by the impressive wall of Cape Ogoño.

KARRASPIO BEACH

EA BEACH
In the village of Ea, next to the port, it is located on the
east coast of Bizkaia. Close to this welcoming beach, you
will find a promenade and a restaurant area. It is very well
equipped with showers, bicycle parking and a children’s
play area.

In the municipality of Mendexa, you can surf at the beautiful Karraspio
beach, where there is a school for learning to surf from an early age. It has
several different waves that change according to the tide. Very close to this
beach, there is a promenade that leads from Lekeitio to Karraspio, with a
beautiful view of the coast of Bizkaia. In summer there is a shuttle service
from the different car parks in Lekeitio.

ARRIGORRI BEACH
In Ondarroa, this beach is ideal for sunbathing and
swimming. Despite being a small beach, only 150
metres long, it offers a wide range of activities. Near
the beach, there is a promenade that leads to Santurraran beach in Mutriku, Gipuzkoa.

Family
Plans
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THE COAST

EXPERIENCES WITH THE
SEA IN THE BACKGROUND

WHALE AND DOLPHIN WATCHING
One of the activities most enjoyed by the youngest members of the family is whale watching. There are two
towns in Bizkaia with a great seafaring tradition where this activity can be carried out, Santurtzi and Bermeo: The cold currents make them the ideal setting for many marine species to come here to feed. During
this activity, you can see dolphins, fin whales, a variety of whale that is the second largest in the world, pilot
whales, sperm whales, killer whales and Cuvier’s whales.

CANOEING

Another sport that can be practised on
the coast of Bizkaia is kayaking. Kayaking is an ideal way to enjoy beautiful
landscapes such as bays and coves. The
different active nature companies are
an excellent option to practice this sport
in a fun and safe way. Whether you are
a beginner or experienced, the only requirement to take into account is to know
how to swim. One of the best places to
practice it and where most people go is
Urdaibai.

44

45

BIZKAIA SURFING PARADISE
Bizkaia has become one of the favourite destinations for national
and international surfers. It is a world reference for this sport due
to its fierce waters and impressive waves. Beaches such as Barinatxe in Sopela, Meñakoz in Barrika or La Arena in Muskiz are
some of the most popular. As for surfing, we must mention the
Barra de Mundaka (Mundaka Bar) with its famous left wave, one
of the longest waves considered to be the best in Europe. It can
grow up to 4 metres high and 400 metres wide. This phenomenon
is in the top 10 in the world and is exclusively for experts in the
sport. You can see them practising it from La Atalaya.
If you don’t know how to surf but would like to take your first steps
in it, you can also do so on these beaches, which have courses and
instructors for beginners of all ages.

TOPABERMEO AND ESKAPE LEA IBILBIDEA
Topa Bermeo is the best way to get to know this town in a dynamic way. This is an escape game played outdoors,
visiting some of the most interesting places, such as the old town. Sounds good, doesn’t it?
Lea Ibilbidea runs along the banks of the River Lea for 23 km from its source on Mount Oiz to its mouth in the Bay of
Lekeitio. We propose the challenge of an outdoor escape game that will make your walk more enjoyable. It can also
be done by car or in stages and using public transport.
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INL AND

INLAND BIZKAIA

A privileged natural landscape

O

n many occasions those who come to our land with the intention of visiting only
Bilbao and the coast are unaware of the many wonders hidden in the interior of the
province. Bizkaia has a privileged natural setting. A landscape where the green of
our valleys and mountains stands out. Dreamlike landscapes that will allow you to
behold breath-taking views.
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Its rivers, caves, natural parks and medieval castles are also part of the geography and
history of this land and its way of life. Durango, Orduña, Balmaseda, Güeñes, etc., are some
of the most visited towns in the inland with some of these places of interest.
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INLAND

NATURAL
PARKS
URKIOLA NATURAL PARK
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Mari’s shelter

R

ugged and rocky, this Natural Park is home to the 4366-feet
high Anboto mountain and the Mari Cave. It has 14,253 acres
of forest and almost 700 different trees, including beeches,
holm oaks, oaks, and birches, which form an immense green
mantle. In this landscape, you can also see the Urkiola Sanctuary.

Its beech forest is another tourist attraction of the Urkiola Park. At
this point, you can see hundreds of beech trees that for years supplied
wood to the coal merchants who lived in this area. This thicket can be
explored on a guided tour. Another option to get to know this natural
space closely is offered by the Toki Alai Interpretation Centre or Parketxe, which house a permanent exhibition on the natural characteristics of this park.
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INLAND

Did yohuat?
know t

ARMAÑÓN NATURAL PARK

This cave was discovered by chance as it
had no external communication. In 1957
an explosion in a quarry adjacent to the
cave revealed this natural treasure that
has taken 50 million years to form.

The treasure of Pozalagua

A

rmañón is an exaltation of nature, a natural park that stretches around the mountain that
gives it its name, between Karrantza and Turtzioz.
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In the bowels of the natural park lies an underground labyrinth of more than 200 caves and
chasms, including Pozalagua, the cave with the highest concentration of eccentric stalactites in the world. These unique formations, which seem to defy gravity, form a parallel universe of
impossible shapes. The underground tour, adapted for people with functional diversity, leads to the
Versalles room, which takes us aback with its dazzling majesty.
Near Pozalagua is the holm oak grove of Sopeña, a Mediterranean holm oak grove in the middle of
the Cantabrian coast that grows in these latitudes thanks to the karstic massifs that protect it.
Armañón has numerous viewpoints offering breath-taking views. In the vicinity of the cave are the
viewpoints of Parketxe and El Mirón, which overlooks the Karrantza river gorge. From the El Suceso
viewpoint, we can see the whole valley, bounded to the south by the Ordunte Mountains, where beech
forests such as those of La Calera and Balgerri (the largest in Bizkaia) grow. It is a must for hikers
and mountain bikers.

A
GOOD
IDEA

!

Once out of the cave, it’s time to enjoy the Parketxe de
Armañón. An exhibition area where you can learn about
the region’s flora and fauna or take part in two treasure
hunts for the whole family.
And to round off this visit, you can enjoy different activities such as horse riding in the area.
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INLAND
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GORBEIA NATURAL PARK

EL SALTO
DEL NERVIÓN

The summit of Bizkaia

L

ocated between Bizkaia and Araba-Álava, its name comes from Mount Gorbeia, which is 6000
feet high and is the highest mountain in Bizkaia. The Itxina Protected Biotype and the Goiuri
waterfall, with a drop of more than 100 metres, are obligatory stops. This park also has a visitor centre in Areatza, with recreational facilities. You can go hiking, mountain biking, cycling
or horse riding.
The park has 600 free-ranging deer, which have become the park's emblem. It is one of the best
places to discover the world of rutting, a natural spectacle that takes place during the dear rutting
season.
The whole family will enjoy the different alternatives and activities offered by the Gorbeia Natural
Park. From hiking trails and greenways to bird watching, river walks, safaris, caving activities or
adventure multisports.

A
GOOD
IDEA

!
We propose a fantastic walk in the natural environment. The El Salto del Nervión Viewpoint is one of
the best places to visit with the family on the border
with Burgos. This natural site has a waterfall with
a free fall of more than 270 metres, making it the
largest waterfall on the Iberian Peninsula. A natural
phenomenon that is visited every year by thousands
of people. Not surprisingly, it is one of the largest and
most beautiful natural waterfalls in Western Europe.
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INLAND

A
GOOD
IDEA

!
AN ADVENTUROUS INLAND

SOPUERTA ABENTURA

LA ARBOLEDA

ARRAZOLA GREENWAY

If you like adventure and adrenaline, this is the place for you.
Sopuerta Abentura is the largest tree adventure park in our
territory. It has 8 professional circuits and two learning circuits. Tibetan bridges, zip-line circuit, vines, nets ... all kinds
of tests for a day of fun and adventure, even for the kids.

La Arboleda is 17 kilometres from Bilbao, in the Trápaga
Valley. This 135-hectare enclave was once a mining area
where iron was extracted and is now a green leisure area
where you can enjoy a picnic or a barbecue. What used to be
mines are now artificial reservoirs surrounded by stunning
green scenery and ideal for fishing. To access this area, we
recommend you take the La Reineta funicular railway that
dates back to 1926 and offers beautiful views over the Bay
of Abra, Bilbao Bay.

At the foot of the summit of Anboto is the Arrazola
Greenway. This track, formerly a mining railway track
with its “Aurrera” steam locomotive, crosses the beautiful Atxondo valley from north to south.

www.sopuerta-abentura.com

Its flatness and spectacular Basque landscape make it
the ideal destination if you want to spend a day of quiet
hiking. During the walk, you can also see farm animals
such as cows, sheep and goats.
www.viasverdes.com
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BIZKAIA PARK ABENTURA

HONTZA EXTREM

Bizkaia Park Abentura is located in the town of Güeñes,
15 minutes in the car from Bilbao. In this place full of
surprises, children from 1 to 15 years old will enter the
world of pirates, climb trees, escape from buccaneers’
nets and slide down endless slides.

An experience full of adrenaline in the only park adapted for
people with functional diversity in the Basque Country.

www.bizkaiaparkabentura.com

www.hontzaextrem.com

Located in the Urkiola Natural Park, its facilities offer all kinds
of nature-related activities such as zip-lines, climbing and archery. Fun and learning go hand in hand.

SHEPHERD FOR A DAY

Would you like to be a real shepherdess or shepherd for a day?
In the Gorbeia Natural Park, in the Urkiola Natural Park or in
the Armañón Natural Park this is possible. The whole family
can experience and enjoy this traditional profession and disconnect for a few hours from the urban world.
During the day, you will accompany the shepherd as he leads
his flock. You will milk the sheep or, if the season allows, you
can even help to shear them and taste Idiazabal cheese made
from the latxa sheep, the native breed of the Basque Country.

MARCO
TOPO (MOLE)
Would you like to enjoy an interactive and fun visit? In
Gernika you can with the Marco Mole game. With this
interactive game dedicated to the whole family you can
learn about relevant facts or major local events in a fun
and educational way. The game consists of a map with a
code that shows the points you have to do several tasks
and answer the questions that appear on it. You can get
the game free of charge at the tourist office in Gernika.

Family
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V IS IT

Bizkaia
In the 1378 square miles of Bizkaia, you can see and enjoy an infinite number of things both on the coast and
inland. The Bizkaia Bridge or museums that tell and
show the history of our land are some of the jewels to
be discovered.

SANTURTZI ITSASOA MUSEUM

ON THE COAST

BIZKAIA BRIDGE

Another museum that pays tribute to the sea and fishing tradition is the Santurtzi Interpretation Centre, located in the
fishermen’s guild of the fishing town. This museum aims to
bring everyone closer to the link between Santurtzi and the
sea from the 15th century to the present day. Only in Santurtzi
can you go on one of the last wooden boats dedicated to traditional fishing on our coast, the Pesquero Agurtza, which is
now a fishing interpretation centre.
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FISHERMAN'S MUSEUM ARRANTZALEEN MUSEOA

B

etween the towns of Getxo and Portugalete is the
Bizkaia Bridge, formerly known as Puente Colgante (Hanging Bridge). This impressive structure was recognised as a World Heritage Site
in 2006. It has four 200-foot-high towers that are connected to each other by a 525-foot-long crossbeam. This
imposing footbridge is used every day by hundreds of
people passing from one side of the estuary to the other.

As well as being able to cross it on the ferry bridge,
there is a highly recommended option which is to book
a visit and climb to the top of the bridge to enjoy both a
panoramic view and the mouth of the Estuary into the
Cantabrian Sea.
There is another way to cross the estuary than the
bridge. These are known as the gasolinos. These are
small boats that cross the estuary from Getxo to Portugalete in both directions.

Bizkaia’s seafaring past is reflected in this museum in the
fishing village of Bermeo. This museum is located above the
Old Port of Bermeo, in the Ercilla Tower, declared a National
Monument. It is one of the few museums in the world dedicated exclusively to showing seafaring customs.

Family
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VISIT

URDAIBAI BIRD CENTER
It is located in Gautegiz-Arteaga and is the perfect place for
bird watching. From its observatory, you can follow the footsteps of the more than 200 species that pass through these
marshes and wetlands declared a Biosphere Reserve by
UNESCO every year. It provides shelter and food for various
birds such as grey herons, purple herons, gulls, storks and
many other birds of prey.

EKOETXEA
URDAIBAI
Ekoetxea Urdaibai, located in the Madariaga Tower, offers various activities adapted to all ages and audiences.
The centre has a permanent exhibition area, where you can start by contemplating the world’s biological wealth and gradually approach the biodiversity of the Basque Country and end up appreciating the high ecological value of the Urdaibai Biosphere Reserve.
It also hosts frequently changing temporary exhibitions and a privileged
observatory with a 360º view of the marshland.

Its shores are also home to breath-taking sea views, beaches
and excellent vantage points, which are perfect for hiking and
cycling enthusiasts.
www.birdcenter.org

www.ekoetxea.eus
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BASONDO
In the heart of the Urdaibai Biosphere Reserve is a wildlife refuge, Basondo. The
park’s almost 200,000 square feet of woodland and meadows are home to animals such
as roe deer, wild boar, deer, foxes and wild
cats from different recovery centres. There
are also animals that are not currently present in the Basque Country, such as wolves,
lynx and bison. The route is barely a kilometre long, making it suitable for the whole
family. So get your camera and binoculars
ready and enjoy this “wild” visit.
www.basondo.com

SANTA CATALINA
LIGHTHOUSE
There is only one lighthouse in the Basque Country that can
be visited, Santa Catalina. Inside it houses an Interpretation
Centre for Navigation Technology. From its terrace, you can
watch a beautiful sunset. A visit to the colourful and romantic
port of Lekeitio is a must.
www.faro-lekeitio.com
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VISIT

I N L AN D

EL POBAL
FORGE

El Pobal forgery has kept its flame alive
since 1504. The old foundry, located in
Muskiz and converted into an essential
museum to learn more about the heart
of iron, offers live demonstrations
every week by the master forger. Inside
the building, you can see how iron ore
was worked in the past to make nails,
ploughs, scythes, trellises... and even
the swords with which feudal lords used
to fight duels.

LA ENCARTADA BERETS
Very close to the historic centre of Balmaseda, in the Kadagua
river basin, is the La Encartada Factory-Museum, declared a
Qualified Monumental Site. This 19th century textile plant produced txapelas (berets in Basque), the most typical garment
of the Basque Country, among many other garments. La Encartada has remained virtually untouched since its inauguration, and the original machinery has been preserved inside.
You will love this journey into the past.
www.visitenkarterri.com

KARPIN FAUNA

www.visitenkarterri.com

Who would have imagined that, amid the peace and quiet of nature, panthers, lynx, deer, kangaroos, guanacos... and other unusual inhabitants of the Basque Country would be lurking? Karpin
Fauna is not a zoo, but a wildlife shelter where animals that cannot be returned to their habitat find a home.
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Karpin Fauna is located in Karrantza, in an open-air enclosure in
the middle of the mountains. Its mission is to raise awareness
of the importance of respecting animals and the environment.
Inside, you will find three spaces that will allow you to walk between the past (the era of the dinosaurs) and the present. It's like
stepping into Jurassic Park! A great plan to enjoy with the whole
family.

TORRE LOIZAGA
If you are passionate about vintage
cars, this is the museum for you.
Just 30 kilometres from Bilbao,
Torre Loizaga is the only centre in
Europe with the largest collection
of Rolls Royces built between 1910
and 1990.

www.karpinabentura.com

www.torreloizaga.com

OROZKO ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUM
Located in the Casa Palacio Legorburu, this 18th century building houses the Ethnographic Museum of Orozko where Basque traditions and
culture are explained. Here, you can discover what our ancestors were
like and what their traditions were like.
www.orozkomuseoa.eus
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MYTHOLOGICAL
CHARACTERS

VISIT

Bizkaia, like the whole of the Basque Country, is a land
of myths and legends. Our landscape of lush forests,
rocky mountains, mysterious caves and magical lakes
is home to many of our mythological characters. Anyone who has grown up in this land knows them, but no
one has ever seen them.

La Mari De Anboto

HONTZA MUSEUM
If your passion is natural sciences, you will find your museum in Mañaria. This centre houses more than 38,000 specimens from different parts of the world and from all fields of
natural science. Its permanent exhibition has around 15,000
specimens from 27 groups and temporary exhibitions.

Hello! I am the Lady of Anboto, the Basque goddess of the
earth, but everyone knows me as Mari. Although I have several
homes all over the Basque Country, I spend most of my time
in my cave on Mount Anboto, in the heart of Urkiola Park. This
place is a superb place to live and admire nature at close quarters. You can tell if I am in this cave because when I am here,
the mountain is surrounded by thick clouds, and it rains. When
it’s sunny, I like to come out of my cave and brush my hair with
my golden comb.
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IZENADUBA BASOA

A
GOOD
IDEA

Lamiak

!
In Mungia,there is a farmhouse where
dreams come true. An enchanted place
where the whole family can live a magical experience. Olentzero’s house is in
Izenaduba, where he lives with his partner Mari Domingi and the galtzagorris,
red elves who help Olentzero to prepare the presents for the children of the
Basque Country (Olentzero is a character
in Basque Christmas tradition, similar to
Father Christmas). It is a tradition to go to
this place every December to deliver the
letters asking for presents. In this farmhouse, Landetxo Goikoa, which dates
back to 1510, you can enjoy an experience through dramatized guided tours,
interactive games and activities related
to Basque mythology.
(Currently closed for refurbishment).

We are Lamiak, known for being half-human and half-animal.
The lower part of our body may be a duck, a fish or even a goat!
You can see us brushing our long hair in the ponds and rivers
of the Basque Country, where we like to live. We are very nice
to everyone, but don’t you ever dare to steal our comb as that
makes us very angry.

Basajaun

I am Basajaun, the lord of the Basque forests. I am the protector of the
Basque flocks and shepherds. I make sure that nothing happens to them
during their long journeys over the territory’s mountains. Despite my
rough and angry appearance, I am very calm. I like living in the Basque
mountains; this is where I find my refuge. When the sheep see that I’m
here, they ring their bells, so the shepherds know that I am protecting
them.

Plans

You will be encouraged to

TASTE

Gastronomy for the
most “discerning”
palates

B

izkaia’s gastronomy has its own identity. The
coast and the mountains offer excellent raw
materials. Over the years, Basque cuisine has
become the perfect blend of tradition and
avant-garde. Gastronomy, where Michelin stars are combined with traditional steakhouses and tiny, charming
restaurants. A 0 km cuisine that has crossed borders and
is one of the best known and most awarded globally. The
famous pintxos, miniature cuisine, are undoubtedly the
standard-bearers.

SWEET

Family

In Bilbao Bizkaia, we have a
sweet tooth. We have a pastry
tradition that dates back to the
19th century. The jewels in the
crown in this area area a cake
called “Carolina” and the butter
roll. These two sweets have
been a symbol of Bilbao for
years, and anyone who visits
our land cannot leave without
tasting them.

SALTY

BABY SQUID IN ITS INK
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TXULETON
(T-bone steak)
It is a key and well-known part
of Basque gastronomy. Txuletón comes from cows known
as “vacas viejas” (old cows)
between 12 and 20 years
old. It is not very common in
other parts of the world to eat
meat from such old cows... and
therefore so tender.

Do you dare to eat a black dish?

This brightly coloured dish is one of the most traditional and one of
the most popular. Straight from the Cantabrian Sea with an excellent texture, suitable for the smallest palates and a delicious flavour,
make this dish an ideal choice for those who want to try our most
authentic gastronomy.

RED BEANS
Our land also offers us an unbeatable range
of products that delight all those who try
them, such as red beans. They are grown
sustainably in our baserris (farms).
They are usually accompanied by
chorizo and black pudding, although there is a vegetarian option
with vegetables. Without a doubt,
this is the ideal dish for those cold
and unpleasant days... or to enjoy
a good meal.

BUTTER BUN
This sweet is one of the most popular in our land. Although it may seem simple, it is one of the most difficult to prepare, requiring precise preparation times. This
brioche, or Swiss bun, has a layer of butter inside that
makes it really spongy. Its history dates back to 1813
when two Swiss confectioners moved to Bilbao and
adapted the Swiss roll. What these bakers probably never imagined was that their pastry would be so successful
in our country, to the point that people from Bilbao who
leave their homeland to go to another country go with
a box of butter rolls under their arm. And if you try this
cake... You are sure to come back for more.
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Butter buns

CAROLINA
IDIAZABAL CHEESE
Those who love cheese cannot
leave our land without tasting Idiazabal cheese with a designation of origin. Made with
milk from the Latxa
sheep (a breed of
sheep native to the
Basque Country), this
cheese is one of the
most highly prized
and awarded cheeses of its kind in the
world.

This tower of meringue on a basket of puff pastry is
another of our country’s confectionary must-haves.
This cake is as much a part of Bilbao as the Estuary.
Legend has it that a pastry chef from Bilbao created
this cake and named it after his daughter, Carolina,
as a tribute. There is no cake tray in Bilbao that does
not have a Carolina on it. The original Carolinas are
dipped in egg and chocolate. However, in recent years
they have evolved, even changing their colours to red.
And the fact is that when Athletic Club faces an important match, the bakeries of Bilbao are flooded with
red and white Carolinas in support of the local team.
Ca ro li na s

You will be interested to
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HERRI KIROLAK

We are a territory with its own language, Euskera. The oldest living language in Europe. To this day, the origin of this
language is unknown, although its theories are endless.
Many claim that it originated in Aquitaine (France), while
others claim that Euskera was already spoken 15,000
years ago by the people of Altamira.

Traditional Basque sports have their origins in the customs and habits of our ancestors at work and in their
daily lives. They have many followers not only in our territory, but there are also more and more foreigners interested in these sports and follow them fervently.

But don’t worry if you don’t know Basque, here is a pocket
dictionary so that you can learn the language and feel like
a Basque speaker.

eusker

a

Kaixo.............................................Hello
Agur........................................Goodbye
Ongi etorri ..........................Welcome
Egun on.......................Good morning
Arratsalde on.........Good afternoon
Gabon............................Good evening
Zer moduz?..................How are you?
Eskerrik asko..........................Thanks
Mesedez ...................................Please
Barkatu........................................Sorry
Aita ..................................................Dad
Ama ...............................................Mom
Kalea ..........................................Street
Jolastoki..........................Playground

More information on :
Euskararen Etxea https://euskararenetxea.eus/es/
BASQUE LANGUAGE INTERPRETATION CENTRE

BASQUE DANCES

Rowing boats are another of the most traditional competitions of our land. This sport has been around for
many years. It is very popular not only in the Basque
Country but also all over the Cantabrian coast. Although
the boat races are in the summer, you can also see them
training on the Estuary´s waters or on the coasts of our
fishing villages throughout the year.

Basque Dances or Euskal Dantzak are a fundamental
part of Basque Culture. They are linked to civic and religious events as a sign of greeting, celebration or reverence.

Basque identity brings with it a solid connection to the
customs of our land, our language, our popular festivals, our sports and our dances. All this makes us
unique in the world.

EUSKERA

This beautiful language has several linguistic varieties,
also known as “euskalkis”, Basque dialects. These dialects
change depending on where we are.

ROWING BOATS

One of the best known Herri Kirolak is aizkolaritza (axe wood chopping) which
consists of chopping some logs in
the shortest time possible.
Another of the most
popular sports in our
region is harrijasotzea (stone lifting).
This sport is based on
lifting a large stone from
the ground and lifting it
over the shoulder.

These dances are rhythmic body expressions that combine ancient melodies with more contemporary recreations to create a unique dance. There are currently more
than 250 “euskal dantzak” groups in the Basque Country.

CHARACTERS OF
OUR FESTIVALS
If the aim of any festival, which here
we call Jaiak, is to get together with
family and friends to have a good
time, in Bilbao Bizkaia we also have
many characters who are icons
of these celebrations make them
something special. The Gargantúa,
the Giants and Big-heads, Mari Jaia,
Olentzero and Mari Domingi, Atorras,
Lamiak...
Take a closer look at them.

A
GOOD
IDEA

!

If you have the opportunity, go to see a pelota
match. The excitement of the game is matched
by the passion that emanates from the stands.

G a rga nt úa
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AT TE ND

ASTE
NAGUSIA
THE WORLD’S BIGGEST WEEK

E

very Saturday after the 15th of August Bilbao is transformed into a festive city full
of fun. Marijaia, a giant blonde woman, has
become the symbol of the festivities and is
in charge of starting and ending the celebrations
when she is burned. The kalejiras (pasacalles walking parades) flood the city's streets with their
big-heads and fanfares. However, the real soul
of these festivities are the comparsas (troupes).
Concerts, cooking competitions, children’s games,
dances, parades, fairground stalls and “txoznas”
(outdoor bars) ... are some of the attractions that
can be enjoyed during these unrepeatable days.
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One of the best occasions to get to know Basque
culture and customs is the basque FEST where
tradition is fused with current Basque Culture. It is
celebrated during Easter Week and has hundreds
of activities ranging from gastronomy, culture,
rural sports, street attractions, dramatized walks
along the Estuary and music.

CHRISTMAS

I

f there is a special holiday for children (and for many grown-ups)
it is Christmas. In Bilbao Bizkaia, it is celebrated, as it could not
be otherwise, in style. The streets of our territory are flooded with
thousands of coloured lights and mythological characters that
brighten up the atmosphere.

OLENTZERO AND
Did yohuat? MARI DOMINGI
know t

This illustrious coalman has become the symbol of Christmas in the
Basque Country. Potbellied and bearded, every
24th of December, he
comes down from the
mountain where he
lives with his partner
Mari Domingi and after
the processions with the
Galtzagorris (his helpers dressed in red) who
travel around the different parts of the Basque
Country, they take presents to all the houses
and hamlets.
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THREE WISE MEN’S
DAY PARADE
Another event during Christmas and
that you should not miss is the Three
Wise Men’s parade. Melchior, Gaspar
and Balthasar never miss their date
with the children of Bizkaia.

Family
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AT T E ND

INLAND
OTXOMAIO
This festival is celebrated on the 8th of May in the town
of Orduña. It commemorates the apparition of its patron
saint, La Virgen de la Antigua (Our Lady of Antigua), to
whose Sanctuary a procession takes place.

LAST MONDAY IN GERNIKA
During the last Monday in October, no less than 900 stalls
of all kinds are set up: farmhouse products, cheeses, txakoli, bread, honey, cider and doughnuts, among many
others. Don’t miss it.

Saint Águeda’s Feast Day is another festivity closely
linked to the roots of the Basque people. The celebration
begins on the eve of this day on the 4th of February, when
the streets of Bilbao Bizkaia are filled with groups of people who sing the song dedicated to the saint in chorus,
accompanied by makilas, walking sticks that they beat
rhythmically on the ground.
The tradition of the makilas may have its origins in Basque
mythology, as their blows represent a call to the earth to
wake up after the winter solstice.
But the party doesn’t stop there. On the 5th of February, the
official day of Saint Águeda, the pilgrimage begins in the
Kastrexana neighbourhood of Barakaldo, where hundreds
of people climb the slopes of Mount Arroletza to reach the
hermitage of Saint Águeda. Music, Txakoli and the best
delicacies add to the exceptional atmosphere.

BIZKAIA

FROM FESTIVAL TO FESTIVAL

SAINT ÁGUEDA

Monday in Gernika
Fire bull

ON THE COAST
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In Bilbao Bizkaia, we love celebrations, which is
why there are so many popular festivals, called
jaiak or festak.

ARATUSTES DE MUNDAKA
It is one of the most original carnivals in Bizkaia with atorras (men in white tunics) and lamias (women with long
hair), very typical of here.

Most of them take place during the summer,
taking advantage of the good weather. Festivals such as Goose Day in Lekeitio, Andra Mari
in Bermeo or Paella Day in Algorta reflect our
culture. However, if we talk about festivals, we
must highlight Bilbao’s Semana Grande (Great
Week), Aste Nagusia, which takes place at the
end of August.

OUR LADY OF CARMEN FESTIVALS
Every summer, the town of Santurtzi celebrates its patron saint’s festivals in honour of Our Lay of Carmen, patron saint of fishermen, on 16th of July. The Virgin is carried in procession in a boat out to sea.

In all of them, the best thing is that activities and
events are programmed for the kids because
they are the best protagonists of the Festival.

Did yohuat?
know t
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SAINT BLAS
The custom of buying and
placing a blessed coloured
cord around the neck during
San Blas, keeping it for 9 days
and then burning it is to avoid
getting a sore throat.

LA MAGDALENA FESTIVAL
The coastal towns of Bermeo, Elantxobe and Mundaka
celebrate this day in honour of an old dispute between the
towns of who owned the Izaro island.

AIXERROTA PAELLAS
La Magdalena Festival

Since 1956, every 25th of July, the feast of Santiago (St.
James), more than 30,000 people come to the fields of
Aixerrota, in Getxo, to bring out their inner chef and make
the best paella in the competition.

Every 3rd of February, many towns in the province, including
Bilbao, host the traditional pilgrimage of San Blas, a doctor
and bishop who is said to have worked the miracle of curing sore throats.
There are several stalls in Bilbao’s Plaza del Arenal (Arenal Square) where you can buy some of the most typical
sweets of San Blas, such as doughnuts, delicious aniseed
cakes or marshmallow sweets, which have curative properties for respiratory and throat ailments.

Alphabet soup

P L AY

QUIZ

N

ow it’s your turn to play
as a family and skim
through everything you
have learned in this visit
to Bilbao and Bizkaia. Bring out your
investigative skills and see who can
score the most points.

BIBIpedia

1 What is the name of the flower dog in front of the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao?
2 What is the name of the church and the bridge on Athletic Club de Bilbao’s crest?
3 What is the name of the cultural centre in Bilbao that used to be a wine warehouse?
4 What is the name of the red crane in front of the Itsasmuseum in Bilbao?
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Birds in Urdaibai

Find the name of 10 beaches in Biscay

5 There is a site that is a Unesco Biosphere Reserve, and it is called...
6 Which three natural parks are there in Bizkaia?
7 The Lekeitio lighthouse is a marine interpretation centre and is called...
8 Name at least two characters from Basque mythology
9 Which mollusc is used to make the typical Basque dish with a black sauce?
10 Where is the largest Rolls Royce showroom in Europe?
11 The meringue pie with a girl’s name, what is it called?
12 How do you say, in Basque ... thank you?
13 The sport of log chopping has the Basque name of...
14 The famous coalman who brings presents at Christmas is...
15 And his partner?

Answers:

Can you say the names of these birds?
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Answers:

A

B

C

D

The 8 differences

Answers:

(A) Kingfisher (B) Peregrine Falcon
(C) Grey Heron (D) Mallard Duck

Plans

You will like

Arrigorri, Bakio, Ea, Ereaga, Gorliz, Karraspio,
Laida, Mundaka, Plentzia, Sopela.

Family
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Find the differences between these two images

Labyrinth

Will you be able to reach the coveted cup?

1-Puppy 2- San Antón 3-Azkuna Zentroa 4-Carola 5-Urdaibai
6-Gorbeia,Urkiola y Armañón 7-Santa Catalina 8- Basajaun, La Mari o las
Lamiak 9-Txipirones 10-Torre Loizaga 11-Carolina 12- Eskerrik Asko
13-Aizkolaritza 14-Olentzero 15-Mari Domingi

Family
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INFO

BILBAO TURISMO
www.bilbaoturismo.net
BIZKAIA TURISMO
www.visitbiscay.eus
EUSKADI TURISMO
www.turismo.euskadi.eus
NEKATUR/AGROTOURISM
943 327 090 · www.nekatur.net

TOURIST OFFICES
BILBAO

BILBAO TOURISM
· Plaza Circular, 1 Edificio Terminus · 944 795 760
· Alameda de Mazarredo 66 (Next to Guggenheim Bilbao)
· Airport 944 031 444

BIZKAIA
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BAKIO
946 193 395 · www.bakio.eus
BALMASEDA - ENKARTUR
946 802 976 · www.visitenkarterri.com
BARAKALDO BEC (Bilbao Exhibition Centre)
944 995 821 · www.visitbarakaldo.eus
BERMEO
946 179 154 · www.bizibermeo.eus
DURANGO
946 033 938 · www.turismodurango.net
ELORRIO
946 820 164 · www.visitelorrio.com
ENCARTACIONES ENKARTUR
946 802 976 · www.visitenkarterri.com
GAZTELUGATXE
946 179 154 · www.bizibermeo.eus
GERNIKA-LUMO
946 255 892 · www.turismo.gernika-lumo.net
GETXO
944 910 800 · www.getxo.eus
GOEDEXOLA
946 799 704 · www.gordexola.eus
GORLIZ
946 774 348 · www.visitgorliz.eus
KARRANTZA-HARANA
946 806 928 · www.karrantza.org
LEKEITIO
946 844 017 · www.lekeitioturismo.eus
MUNDAKA
946 177 201 · www.mundakaturismo.com
MUXIKA
946 257 609 · www.uramendi.org
MUSKIZ
946 802 976 · www.visitenkarterri.com
ONDARROA
946 831 951 · www.ondarroa.eus
ORDUÑA
945 384 384 · www.ordunaturismo.com
OROZKO
946 122 695 · www.gorbeiaeuskadi.com
PLENTZIA
946 774 199 · www.visitplentzia.org
PORTUGALETE
944 729 314 · www.portugalete.org
SANTURTZI
944 839 494 · www.turismo.santurtzi.net
SOPELA
944 065 519 · www.turismoa.sopelaudala.org
SOPUERTA
946 104 028 · www.visitenkarterri.com
TRUCIOS-TURTZIOZ
946 109 604 · www.turtzioz.org
URDAIBAI-BUSTURIALDEA
946 257 069 · www.turismourdaibai.com
ZIERBENA
946 404 974 · www.zierbena.net

TRANSPORT

AIRPORT
Bilbao-Loiu · 913 211 000 (AENA)
www.aena.es
CRUISERS AND FERRY
Ferry Bilbao-Portsmouth 944 234 477
www.poferries.com
TRAINS
Abando Indalecio Prieto Station (Renfe)
Plaza Circular, 2 · 912 432 343· www.adif.es
La Concordia Station; FEVE Bilbao
Calle de Bailén 2 · 912 320 320
www.renfe.com
COACHES
Bilbao Intermodal (Coach Station)
Gurtubai 1 · 944 395 077 · www.bilbaointermodal.eus
Bilbobus (Municipal buses)
944 790 981 / 946 855 000
www.bilbao.eus/bilbobus
Bizkaibus (Buses, provincial and airport)
946 125 555 · www.bizkaia.eus
METRO BILBAO
946 855 000 · www.metrobilbao.eus
TRAM
944 333 333 · www.euskotren.eus
TAXIS
Radio Taxi Bilbao
944 448 888 · www.taxibilbao.com
Tele Taxi
944 102 121 · www.teletaxibilbao.com
Radio Taxi Nervión
944 269 026 · www.radiotaxinervion.com
BIKE RENTAL SERVICE
Bilbaobizi
946 564 905 · www.bilbaobizi.bilbao.eus

GENERAL

EMERGENCY NOS. 112
GENERAL INFORMATION 010
(for calls from
Bilbao)
944 010 010 (for calls from outside the city)
CONSULAR CORPS OFFICE
944 706 426
CITIZEN ATTENTION
944 241 700
GENERAL ROAD INFORMATION
011
LOST PROPERTY
944 204 981 / 944 205 000

MUSEUMS IN BILBAO

GUGGENHEIM BILBAO MUSEOA
www.guggenheim-bilbao.eus
FINE ARTS MUSEUM
www.museobilbao.com
SACRED ART MUSEUM
www.eleizmuseoa.com
ITSASMUSEUM
www.itsasmuseum.eus
HOLY WEEK PROCESSION MUSEUM
www.museodepasosbilbao.com
BILBAO BULL FIGHTING MUSEUM
www.bilbao.bmftoros.com
BASQUE MUSEUM / EUSKAL MUSEOA
www.euskalmuseoa.eus
ARTISTIC REPRODUCTIONS MUSEUM
www.bilbokoberreginenmuseoa.eus
ATHLETIC CLUB MUSEOA
www.sanmames.athletic-club.eus/museo
EUSKARAREN ETXEA
www.azkuefundazioa.eus
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM
www.bizkaikoa.bizkaia.eus

MUSEUMS IN BIZKAIA

ON THE COAST
FISHERMAN’S MUSEUM
Bermeo · www.bizkaikoa.bizkaia.eus
PLASENTIA DE BUTRÓN MUSEUM
Plentzia · www.museoplentzia.org
RIALIA INDUSTRY MUSEUM
Portugalete · www.portugalete.org/es-ES/Rialia
SANTURTZI ITSASOA INTERPRETATION CENTRE
PESQUERO AGURTZA
Santurtzi · www.turismo.santurtzi.net
BIZKAIA BRIDGE
Las Arenas (Getxo) /Portugalete
www.puente-colgante.com
URDAIBAI BIRD CENTER
Gautegiz-Arteaga · www.birdcenter.org
EKOETXEA URDAIBAI
Busturia · www.ekoetxea.eus
TXAKOLINGUNEA
Bakio · www.bizkaikoa.bizkaia.eus/txakolingunea
FARO DE SANTA CATALINA
Lekeitio · www.lekeitioturismo.eus/es/
INLAND
SIMÓN BOLÍVAR MUSEUM
Ziortza-Bolibar · www.simonbolivarmuseoa.com
DURANGO ART AND HISTORY MUSEUM
Durango · www.museoak.bizkaia.eus
LAS ENCARTACIONES MUSEUM
Sopuerta · www.enkarterrimuseoa.eus
FERRERIA EL POBAL
Sopuerta · www.visitenkarterri.com
EUSKAL HERRIA MUSEUM
Gernika-Lumo · www.bizkaikoa.bizkaia.eus
GERNIKA PEACE MUSEUM FOUNDATION
Gernika-Lumo · www.museodelapaz.org
GERNIKA ASSEMBLY
Gernika-Lumo · www.gernika-lumo.eus
“JOSÉ LUIS GOTI” BASQUE MUSEUM OF MEDICINE AND SCIENCE
HISTORY
Leioa · www.ehu.eus
OROZKO MUSEUM
Orozko · www.orozkomuseoa.eus
BASQUE COUNTRY MINING MUSEUM
Gallarta · www.meatzaldea.eus
BALMASEDA HISTORY MUSEUM
Balmaseda · www.visitenkarterri.com
BOINAS LA ENCARTADA MUSEOA
Balmaseda · www.visitenkarterri.com
VALENTÍN DE BERRIOTXOA MUSEUM
Elorrio · www.visitelorrio.com
TORRE LOIZAGA. ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC CAR MUSEUM
Galdames · www.torreloizaga.com
BASQUE COUNTRY HOUSE ECO MUSEUM / EUSKAL BASERRIA
Artea · www.ongietorribaserrira.com
IRON BELT MEMORIAL MUSEUM
Berango · www.cinturondehierro.eus

NATURAL AREAS

URDAIBAI BIOSPHERE RESERVE
www.urdaibai.eus
946 870 402 (Ihobe) · www.ekoetxea.eus
GORBEIA NATURAL PARK
946 122 695
www.gorbeiaeuskadi.com
URKIOLA NATURAL PARK
946 814 155 · www.urkiola.net
ARMAÑÓN NATURAL PARK
946 560 079 · www.visitenkarterri.com
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BILBAO TOURISM
Plaza Circular, 1 Edificio Terminus
944 795 760
bilbaoturismo.net
visitbiscay.eus
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